XXXIV
THERE ARE SOME BAD CONSCIENCES ABOUT !
It was on the 28th March, 1918, that the German
offensive against the Anglo-French front was shattered.
The first French communique announced the loss of
Montdidier, the second (issued at n.o P.M.) said :
c The enemy, continuing his thrust in the Montdidier
region with powerful forces, has attempted during the day
to enlarge his gains to the west and the south of this town.
* But  with   magnificent   dash   our   troops   counter-
attacked and at the point of the bayonet drove the enemy
out of the villages of Courtemanche, Mesnil, Saint-Georges
and Assainvilliers, which we have regained and are holding
firmly.
* The gain thus achieved along a front of ten kilometres
exceeds two kilometres in depth/
It was the first serious counter-attack by our troops.
The reserves had arrived.
On the 29th ' our forces, continuing their success,
seized Monchel after a violent struggle/ The com-
munique stresses c the indomitable resistance of our
troops.' We are c victoriously * keeping the enemy in
check. On that day Pershing came to see Foch: * All that
we have is yours. Use it as you like/ One felt the for-
midable weight of this new sword falling into the balance.
And then, on the 30th, the battle was resumed * on
a front of forty kilometres from Moreuil to Lassigny'
(the two o'clock communique). The front is extending.